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FEMA Notice to Congress: Monthly Update on Flood Mapping
June 2018



1. INTRODUCTION

Flooding is a serious risk to life and property in the United States, but flood risk changes over time. The
Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Risk Mapping, Assessment, and Planning (Risk MAP)
program helps communities understand and prepare for changing flood risks by updating flood maps.

These updated flood maps help communities make decisions about building codes and other standards

that make residents, homes, and businesses safer from flooding.

By law, FEMA must look at community flood maps every five years and decide whether to update or
change them. FEMA must also tell Congress every month about any planned changes to community

flood maps. This Notice to Congress includes information about:

T

T
T

Communities that (in the next three months) are scheduled to receive updated draft maps from
FEMA (called preliminary maps and revised preliminary maps)

Communities that have received preliminary or revised preliminary maps from FEMA

The period of time during which community notices will be published about the release of the
maps and the appeals period

Communities that have received Letters of Final Determination (LFDs) about their updated maps
Communities where revised flood maps are considered final (called effective maps)

This monthly Notice to Congress will also include updates on the Risk MAP program, news on how

communities are protecting themselves against flood risks, and other topics.
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2. RISK MAP NEWS

After Major Flooding, Cape Girardeau Works Towards Resilience

1993 is a year most Midwesterners will not forget. From April to September, storms caused massive
floods that resulted in $15 billion in damage along the Missouri and Mississippi Rivers. Over 1,000 levees
across the Midwest failed or were overtopped during this six-month period. In Cape Girardeau,
Missouri, 160 homes in the floodplain were damaged.

Two years later, the Mississippi River left its banks again. By May 1995, 100 homes—many of which had
just been renovated after the flooding two years prior—were flooded. After this disaster, city officials
were determined to take action to protect the community against future flood risk.

Through a combination of innovative thinking, planning, and funding, the City of Cape Girardeau has
since worked to make its residents and businesses safer from future hazards. Partnerships were key to
this effort, and FEMA and the city worked closely with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and
other important stakeholders.

After the 1995 flooding, the city bought 114 properties in flood-prone areas through a cost share
between federal, state, and local governments, as well as nonprofit organizations. Once residents were
relocated to safer neighborhoods, the land was deed-restricted for open space. Between 2008 and
2016, the city bought out more at-risk structures.

The city also partnered with the USACE to repair and improve its levees and a downtown floodwall, and
completed other projects that proved to be critical to reducing the flood threat, including a relocation
and update of the city’s wastewater treatment plant, and the relocation of the Solid Waste Transfer
Station away from the threat of river flooding.

In 2015, largely due to these efforts, the city withstood another massive flood with minimal damage.
According to FEMA data, Cape Girardeau has received $1.5 million in federal assistance for severe
storms, flooding, and tornados since 2002. Between the wastewater facility, transfer station, and other

projects, the city spent roughly $65 million on mitigation efforts. These efforts have resulted in a large
decrease in damage after a flood event, as well as far less spending on recovery.

3. NOTIFICATION

The following table shows preliminary and revised preliminary flood mapping studies that are expected
to be released in the current month and the next two months. An additional table shows the studies
where FEMA took action by issuing preliminary or revised maps; starting an appeal period; releasing a
Letter of Final Determination (LFD) or effective maps. All tables show the FEMA Region, State, and
county where the action will take or has taken place. The tables also provide details on the flood
mapping study status, and estimated or actual dates.
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https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/34953
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/34953
https://msc.fema.gov/
https://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program
https://msc.fema.gov/prelim-pending



https://msc.fema.gov/portal/search
http://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program-flood-hazard-mapping
mailto:FEMAMapSpecialist@riskmapcds.com
mailto:Dennis.Pinkham@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:Kevin.Sullivan@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:Corey.DeMuro@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:Danon.Lucas@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:Dan.Shulman@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:Juan.Ayala@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:Michael.Cappannari@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:Frank.Mansell@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:Ryan.Ike@fema.dhs.gov




APPENDIX A: RISK MAP PROCESS GRAPHIC

The information graphic below shows the process for flood map creation and updates.

FEMA Risk MAP Process
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FLOOD RISK REVIEW (if needed)

e Community officials review and provide initial
feedback on the work maps and engineering
decisions. FEMA uses the feedback to modify the
maps and develop the preliminary Flood
Insurance Rate Map (FIRM). Using this
information, officials begin to identify and

advance mitigation action in their community.

* Community Coordination and Outreach Meeting
Community officials learn the implications of the updated map
and the steps and timeline to adopt the updated map.

* Open House
Citizens learn about their local flood risks, and what resources are
available from the State, FEMA, and other partners to reduce risk.
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https://www.fema.gov/media-library/resources-documents/collections/341
https://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program
mailto:floodsmart@fema.dhs.gov
https://twitter.com/nfiptraining
http://www.fema.gov/risk-mapping-assessment-planning
mailto:FEMAMapSpecialist@riskmapcds.com

